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FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
CHRISTMAS	  GREETINGS	  
	  
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
	  
This coming December 25th, 2014, I will be celebrating my first Christmas with you as your 
pastor. Like many people, I love the Christmas season – it is full of so much joy and hope.  Joy 
because we recognize how much God loves us – “For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). And hope, because “For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it” (Romans 8:24).  
 
As we celebrate the final Sunday of Advent, let us invite the Lord into our hearts by 
repeating the ancient greeting of the early Church - maranatha (“Come, Lord Jesus”). 
The early Church was always in a spiritual posture of expectation following the Lord’s 
command to the disciples – “Watch.” As Christians, we watch in expectation for the 
Lord’s second coming, but also watch (are vigilant) for the Lord to increase in our lives 
so that we may decrease following the example of St. John the Baptist (John 3:30).  
 
As we enter into the Christmas season and exchange gifts with family and friends, let us not 
forget that the most precious thing we can give someone is the gift of faith and the Good News of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. What is this great news? He has Risen!  
 
This year we will have a beautiful manger scene at the St. Joseph Chapel. You will notice that 
through the window of the stable, where St. Gabriel holds the sign – “Glory to God in the 
Highest”, you can see the lovely crucifix on the back altar. This is a powerful sign that Our Lord 
was born to die for us so that we may have life eternal. I encourage you to teach this beautiful 
faith lesson to your children, and to your family and friends who may have fallen away from the 
faith. Indeed, Jesus is the reason for the season, and for every day of our lives. Merry Christmas 
and have a blessed New Year! 
 
 
 
 

Faithfully Yours in Christ,  
 
Fr. Ave l ino Gonzalez  


