
ST. GABRIEL CHURCH, WASHINGTON, DC   SEPTEMBER 23, 2014  

FROM THE 

PASTOR’S DESK 
FEAST	  OF	  ST.	  GABRIEL	  
THE	  ARCHANGEL	  
	  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
	  
This coming Sunday, September 28, 2014, we will be celebrating our patronal feast day, the Feast 
of St. Gabriel (the Archangel). The universal Church will celebrate the Feast of the Archangels on 
Monday, September 29, however, since St. Gabriel is our parish patron we can celebrate this feast 
on Sunday recognizing that many people work during the week and may not have the opportunity 
to come to Mass and celebrate the patronal feast day on the 29th.  
 
The existence of spiritual, non-corporeal beings that we call “angels” is a doctrinal teaching of the 
Catholic Church that is supported by Sacred Scriptures and Sacred Tradition (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, No. 328).  The memorials of St. Gabriel (March 24) and St. Raphael (October 
24) were added to the Roman calendar in 1921 and after the post-Vatican II revisions of 1970, 
these were joined to the feast of St. Michael celebrated on September 29.   
 
The name Gabriel means in Hebrew “God is my strength” and with this powerful name St. 
Gabriel plays a particularly important role in salvation history. St. Gabriel announced the coming 
of John the Baptist, of whom Jesus said, “among those born of women there has arisen no one 
greater” (Mt 11:11).  The Scriptures tell us, “In the sixth month the angel St. Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph… 
and the virgin’s name was Mary” (Lk 1:26-27).  It was St. Gabriel who presented God’s plan of 
salvation to Mary. It was he who indicated the unique status of the Blessed Virgin Mary with his 
greeting to her, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” (Lk 28).  St. Gabriel also utters for the 
first time the ‘good news’ to humanity “you will conceive in your womb and bear a son… he will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David,.., and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Lk 1:30-33). This 
announcement changes history and gives humanity a chance to live out what was intended by 
God from the beginning – that the human race “become partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4).  
 
This Sunday will mark my first Feast of St. Gabriel as your pastor, and I anticipate this 
celebration with great joy. May the Lord, through the intercession of St. Gabriel our patron saint, 
bless all of you and be your strength. Happy Feast Day of St. Gabriel! 
 
 
 

Faithfully Yours in Christ,  
 
P.Ave l ino Gonzalez 


