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FROM THE 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
	  
It brings me great joy to present to you this my first “From the Pastor’s Desk” pastoral letter 
communicating to you a short reflection on matters of importance in faith and culture both on the 
parish level but also on the level of the universal Church. I do so recognizing that the Church is 
pastorally responsible for the building up of authentic culture. She does so finding new ways to 
reach minds and hearts, and therefore transforming cultures through evangelization in a way that 
also enriches them.  In this first letter, I would like to reflect on the 100th anniversary of World 
War I, which we marked this past week.  
 
World War I began on July 28, 1914 and lasted until November 11, 1918.  By the time the Treaty 
of Versailles was signed that brought the war to an end, about 20 million people had been killed 
and countless were wounded and maimed. When one examines the timeline of the war, it is 
frightening to see how quickly the conflict spread. The war began largely as a European conflict 
between the Allies (France, Great Britain and Russia) and the central Powers (Germany and 
Austria-Hungary), however, within a short period of time, the whole world was engulfed in war 
What made the war so terrible was the advanced technology generated by the Industrial 
Revolution that increased the efficiency of weapons made for war.  Heavy machine guns, tanks, 
and chemical weapons (among others) all made their debut in World War I.    
 
It is important to realize the spiritual causes of the war. At the beginning of the 20th century, 
governments and peoples were turning away from God and rejecting Christian ideals.  Replacing 
God were radical ideologies such as nationalism, communism, and unfettered capitalism. These 
ideologies fueled the great ambition for power and material wealth as well as aggressive 
nationalism. Pope Benedict XV elected in early September 1914, urged countries to observe the 
law of God and to promote a society built on justice and charity but the role of the Church in 
human affairs was disregarded.  
 
It is interesting to note that in the midst of this horrific war that threated to annihilate Europe, 
Pope Benedict XV began a novena prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title Queen of 
Peace on May 5, 1917 seeking her intercession. On the eighth day of the novena prayer, May 13, 
1917, Our Lady appeared the first of six times (ending on October 13, 1917) to three shepherd 
children in Fatima, Portugal. The message of Our Lady was an urgent call for prayer, penance, 
and conversion. A little more than a year after the last apparition, the “great war” came to an end. 
One hundred years later the world is sadly no closer to world peace and no closer to God.  Let us 
then heed the words and warnings of Our Lady of Fatima, for world peace can only come when 
Christ’s peace reigns first in our hearts, our families, and society.  
 

Peace,  
Fr. Ave l ino Gonzalez  


